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Treatment of Still Life with Copper Pot, Cheese and
Eggs by Jean Siméon Chardin, ca. 1730-35



PROJECT OVERVIEW

> Still life catalog research
» Technical analysis completed prior
» Conservation treatment:
» Varnish removal
» Surface cleaning
» Varnishing
> Inpainting (future)
» Additional analysis:
> Infrared reflectography
> Cross-section analysis (future)



Still Life with Copper Pot, Cheese, and Eggs, Jean-Baptiste Siméon Chardin,
ca. 1730-35, oil on canvas, 33 x 41 cm.

Image before treatment by
¢+ Marya Albrecht



HISTORICAL CONTEXT: KITCHEN STILL-LIFES

|
‘ i
| |
Still Life with Copper Kettle Cheese, and
Eggs, ca. 1730-35. Mauritshuis.
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Still Life with Pestle and Mortar, Pitcher
and Copper Cauldron, ca. 1728-32.
Museo Nacional Thyssen-Bornemisza
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Lean Menu and Kitchen Utensils, 1731.

Louvre Museum.

Kitchen Utensils, Pot, Pan and Eggs,
ca. 1733. Louvre Museum.
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Still Life with Kitchen Utensils and
Vegetables, 1734. Nationalmuseum.

Still Life with Eggs, Cheese, and a Pitcher,
1760. Philadelphia Museum of Art.



BEFORE TREATMENT
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BEFORE TREATMENT

Normal illumination UVA-induced visible fluorescence



LEAD SOAP FORMATION
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SOAPS & SURFACE COATINGS

Micrograph of cleaning test

Re-touched pock mark



SOAPS & SURFACE COATINGS
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Pigmented varnish Gold flecks in varnish



SOAPS & SURFACE COATINGS
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Pigmented varnish Gold flecks in varnish



VARNISH REMOVAL TESTS

Normal illumination UVA-induced visible fluorescence



VARNISH REMOVAL

Before
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EVOLON DOCUMENTATION

Normal illumination UVA-induced visible fluorescence



SURFACE CLEANING RESIDUAL MATERIAL




VARNISH TESTS




VARNISHING

After varnishing with Paraloid B-72
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